Reported Speech

	
	direct speech
	reported speech

	statements
	Peter: ”I’m tired.”

- I hope I will be able to sleep.”
present tense

past tense

modal verbs:

will

can

may

shall

must
	He said (that) he was tired and (that) he hoped he would be able to sleep.

past tense

past perfect

would

could

might

should

had to

	questions
	Susan: ”What time is it?”

Jack:”Do you smoke?” 


	She asked what time it was.

He wanted to know if/whether I smoked.



	commands/ orders
	Mum: ”Be quiet! And don’t open the windows!”
	My mum told me to be quiet and not to open the windows.

He/she/it  told  me/him/ her/them etc.         

              to    + infinitive

         not to   + infinitive


Changes:


* person                       “I ...........................  “             he/ she told me that he/ she .......
                                      “............. my ...........”             ..................... his/her .................
* some adverbs 

	now

today

yesterday

tomorrow

last week

next year

here

this

these
	        at that moment, then
        on that day

        the day before

        the following day

        the week before

        the following year

        there

        that

        those


Reported speech (Statements and questions)
Too late ...
Last Saturday Susan and her friends were at the cinema. Her parents had expected Susan back at about nine o’clock. So they were upset when she came home after ten pm.

Dad:

Susan where have you been?

Susan:

I was with Sarah and Mark.
Mum:

But why are you so late, Susan?

Susan:

Ten pm isn’t really late, Mum. We were at the cinema.

Dad

Why didn’t you tell us? How did you get home?

Susan:

Sarah’s dad drove me home.

Mum:

Which film did you see?

Susan:

Star Wars. We enjoyed it.

Dad:

Wasn’t that on TV, too?

The next day Susan told Sarah about this conversation. Complete her report. 

My parents were upset. 

First dad wanted to know ...........................................................................................................................

I told him that I ..........................................................................................................................................

Then mum asked .......................................................................................................................................

I said that ...................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

Then dad wanted to know .........................................................................................................................

He asked me ..............................................................................................................................................

But I told him that .....................................................................................................................................

Of course mum wanted to know ...............................................................................................................

I replied that we .........................................................................................................................................

and that we ................................................................................................................................................

At last dad wondered  ................................................................................................................................

